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with him. He called Prince Paul for a lone; and serious
talk.

Prince Paul was the only relative whom he could
call to his assistance. His brother, Prince George, had
been removed from the succession and though in middle
age the unruly son whom King Peter had disinherited
might prove to have outlived his early irresponsibility
of character, Alexander could not appeal to him. The
brothers were not on friendly terms. If Alexander nomin-
ated him Regent he might easily persuade the legis-
lature to make him King. Alexander had abrogated
the constitution which he had sworn to observe. Prince
George would not find it difficult to get the act annulled
which had excluded him from the throne. The only
other male relative was his uncle. Prince Arsene, but
Arsene preferred to live in Paris without responsibility.
He was completely out of touch, and while the old man
might consent to come and be the Sovereign he would
hardly be ready to take the thankless task of being
Regent. There only remained Prince Arsene's son,
Paul.

Prince Paul was naturally in favour of the Queen
being nominated Regent until her eldest son came of
age. But there was always the possibility of the Queen
being killed at the same time as the King. They went
everywhere together. Had the bomb been thrown at
Zagreb there was as much likelihood of the death of
Marie as of Alexander. And even should she survive
him, Alexander did not like the idea of the responsibility
of government resting on her shoulders. She would
be a puppet in the hands of the politicians. Whatever
went wrong would be blamed on to her. And much
was certain to go wrong. He did not wish any shadow
to rest on his line. If Paul became Regent, and there
should happen to be unfortunate developments, that
would not matter so much. Young Peter would become
more and more popular and the people would await his
coming-of-age with impatience.